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July 20, 2010 
 
BY E-MAIL 
 
Dr. Alexander Livnat, PhD 
Office of Resource Conservation and Recovery 
United States Environmental Protection Agency 
5304P 
Washington, DC 20460 
 

Re: Request for Regional Public Hearings on the Proposed Coal Combustion  
Residuals Rule, Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-RCRA-2009-0640 

 
Dear Dr. Livnat: 
 
 As we are sure you know, Tennessee has the unfortunate distinction of being home to the 
largest coal combustion waste spill in history. East Tennessee is therefore a uniquely important 
region in the regulatory decision-making process. Despite this significance, however, EPA has 
egregiously ignored all of Appalachia and East Tennessee in scheduling public hearings on its 
proposed coal ash regulations. We are, of course, very concerned that an East Tennessee location 
is not included on this list, and we are further concerned that EPA announced its decision on 
hearing locations prior to the closure of the hearing request period on July 21, thereby ignoring 
the input of all requests received between the 15th and the 21st of July. 
 
 We are writing to specifically request a hearing in Knoxville or Roane County, Tennessee 
in order that EPA can hear the voices of those most significantly effected by the ongoing 
mismanagement of coal ash. Failure to do so is an injustice, diminishing the comprehensiveness 
of the public hearing process and ignoring all those individuals who have the most experience 
with coal ash’s real-world dangers and who, therefore, have the most to say. 
 

We, the undersigned, implore the Agency to remedy this oversight immediately, by 
adding a hearing site in East Tennessee. There are a number of low cost or even free meeting 
spaces in Knoxville, including the University of Tennessee, the City/County Building, and 
numerous hotels either in Knoxville proper or very near the airport. Roane State Community 
College, in the epicenter of the Kingston spill, would also be an excellent location. Given the 
importance of this area and the availability of space, there is no excuse for exclusion of the 
region from the public hearing process. 

 
Thank you for your consideration of this urgent request. As this letter demonstrates, local, 

regional and national groups and individuals from across the nation recognize the crucial role 
that East Tennessee plays in this process and we all hope that you will be able to arrange a 
meeting in this area. If you have any questions or need further advice on convenient meeting 
locations, please do not hesitate to contact the Southern Alliance for Clean Energy at the 
numbers above.  
 



 

 
2 

Respectfully submitted by: 
 

 
Dr. Stephen A. Smith, Executive Director Kara Dodson 
Southern Alliance for Clean Energy Upper Watauga Riverkeeper 
Knoxville, Tennessee Boone, North Carolina 
 
 
Jeff Stant, Director Coal Combustion Waste Initiative Paul Kysel, Vice President 
Environmental Integrity Project P.I.N.E.S Group 
Indianapolis, Indiana Town of Pines, Indiana 
 
Rev. Douglas B. Hunt, Executive Director C. David Merryman 
Tennessee Interfaith Power & Light Catawba Riverkeeper 
Knoxville, Tennessee Charlotte, North Carolina 
 
Louise Gorenflo  Myra Crawford, PhD 
Cumberland Stewards, The Learning Community Cahaba Riverkeeper 
Crossville, Tennessee Birmingham, Alabama 
 
Beverly Braveman, Executive Director Julie V. Mayfield, Executive Director 
Mountain Watershed Association Western North Carolina Alliance 
Melcroft, Pennsylvania Asheville, North Carolina 
 
Henry S. Cole, PhD Carol Stark and Ellen Rendulich, Directors 
Henry S. Cole & Associates, Inc Citizens Against Ruining the Environment- 
Publisher, Ekos2 C.A.R.E 

Upper Marlboro, Maryland Lockport, Illinois 
 
Ginger Gambaro and Amy Bonsall Barbara Hill, Executive Director 
Labadie Environmental Organization Clean Power Now 
Labadie, Missouri Hyannis, Massachusetts 
 
Professor Gordon M. Burghardt Chandra Taylor, Staff Attorney 
3513 Maloney Road Southern Environmental Law Center 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37920 Chapel Hill, North Carolina 
 
Martin Hayden, VP, Policy and Legislation Lindsey Berger, Midwest Regional Organizer 
Earthjustice Sierra Student Coalition 
Washington, D.C. Saint Louis, Missouri 
 
Dennis Shekinah, President Diane Hofner, Co-Founder 
Watauga Watershed Alliance Concerned Residents of Portland NY + 
Mountain City, Tennessee People Like Us (CROP PLUS) 
 Portland, New York 
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Don Mottley, Spokesperson Matthew Landon Jones 
Save Our Rivers United Mountain Defense 
Boonville, Indiana Knoxville, Tennessee 
 
Cathy Tintinger Jeff, Faith and Tammy Thompson 
Colorado Fourteeners Against CCW WE CARE-SOS 
Lamar, Colorado Joliet, Channahon and Will Counties, Illinois 
 
Harlan Hentges, Executive Director Mike Senatore, VP, Conservation Law 
Center for Energy Matters Defenders of Wildlife 
Edmond, Oklahoma Washington, D.C. 
 
Jill Drzewiecki Rios, Director Ellen Martin, Board President 
North Carolina Interfaith Power & Light Statewide Organizing for 
A Program of the NC Council of Churches Community eMpowerment (SOCM)   
Asheville, North Carolina  Lake City, Tennessee 
 
Stephanie Powell, Executive Director Sara E. Kuebbing 
Southern Energy Network 1169 Keowee Ave, #5 
Athens, Georgia Knoxville, Tennessee 
 
Theresa H. Riggs Melinda Hillman 
135 Canaly Lane 832 West Outer Drive 
Loudon, Tennessee 37774 Oak Ridge, Tennessee 37830 
 
Pam Solo, President and CEO Terry and Sandy Gupton 
Civil Society Institute  Swan Pond Circle 
Newton, Massachusetts Harriman, Tennessee 37748 
   
John McFadden, PhD, Executive Director Armond Cohen, Executive Director 
Tennessee Environmental Council Clean Air Task Force 
Nashville, Tennessee Boston, Massachusetts 
 
Reneé Victoria Hoyos, Executive Director  
Tennessee Clean Water Network 
Knoxville, Tennessee 


