*** Citizens’ Coal Ash Hearing Committee: Statewide Organizing for Community eMpowerment (SOCM), the Southern Alliance for Clean Energy, The Tennessee Clean Water Network, Tennessee Chapter of the Sierra Club, Roane County Concerned Citizens, Tennessee Environmental Council, Tennessee Interfaith Power & Light, Cumberland Stewards, United Mountain Defense, and the Scott County Environmental Coalition  ***

Despite EPA, People’s Hearing planned for those affected by TVA coal ash spill 
Community members to gather Sept. 2 to consider “Hazardous” classification for coal ash 

Lake City, Tenn. (August 23) – While seven hearings have been scheduled by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to consider a classification for coal ash, not one was scheduled in Tennessee, the site of the disastrous TVA coal ash disaster in 2008. Residents of Roane County, Tenn. directly affected by the 2008 Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) coal ash spill were ignored. A coalition of environmental justice organizations – forming the Citizens’ Coal Ash Hearing Committee – will host a people’s hearing to help ensure that the voices of those who have been impacted have a chance to testify. 
The people’s hearing will take place at 5:30 PM EST, Thursday September 2, 2010 at the Roane State Community College in Harriman, Tenn. The hearing will provide time to collect testimony and comments that will be presented to the EPA regarding the ongoing coal combustion residuals rulemaking process. An EPA official will provide a brief overview of the proposals prior to the people’s hearing.
“Unfortunately, not one of the scheduled hearings is within a reasonable distance of Roane County, Tennessee, where the largest coal ash disaster in our nation’s history occurred in December 2008,” said Cathie Bird, Strip-Mine Committee Chair with Statewide Organizing for Community eMpowerment (SOCM). “Moreover, this disaster was the impetus for the current rulemaking process.”

With input provided through the hearing process, the EPA is considering two classification regulations for coal ash. Under the first proposal, EPA would list coal ash as special wastes subject to regulation under Subtitle C of the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA), when destined for disposal in landfills or surface impoundments. Under the second proposal, EPA would regulate coal ash under Subtitle D of the RCRA, the section for non-hazardous wastes.

For Tennessee residents, the closest hearing scheduled by the EPA was in Louisville, Ky., roughly a four-hour drive from Roane County, Tenn. 

“The residents of the Roane County area know firsthand the realities of coal ash,” said Joshua Ulan Galperin, Policy Analyst and Research Attorney with the Southern Alliance for Clean Energy. “It’s an utter shame that they would be left out of this process. This people’s hearing has been organized so that the people of Roane County and the surrounding areas, who have been affected by toxic coal ash, have the opportunity to take part in the rulemaking process.”
“When I walk to the far end of my family farm, to the Emory River, I question how safe my property is and, in fact, I have not been in the river since the disaster.  Each day when I leave my home, I am once again faced with the challenges of the TVA coal ash disaster, something completely overlooked by our federal government, EPA and most people who live in America.  Not me, not my family, not my relatives and friends, we remain here on Swan Pond Circle Road with our environment forever challenged by the TVA coal ash disaster,” said Sarah McCoin, Harriman, Tenn. resident. 
"Coal Fly Ash, while not officially considered hazardous, contains heavy metals and radioactive elements that no one would want anywhere near their drinking water supplies.  We hope to send a message to EPA to fully protect the public from contaminated water supplies by classifying coal fly ash as hazardous waste." Said Renée Victoria Hoyos, Executive Director, Tennessee Clean Water Network.
“It seems to me that the EPA will not be holding a hearing in Tennessee in order to avoid bad PR. It appears that the government wants to stop future coal ash disasters but doesn’t want to hear about the ones that have already happened,” said Bonnie Swinford, Board Member for United Mountain Defense.
Find a list of the EPA hearings here: http://www.epa.gov/wastes/nonhaz/industrial/special/fossil/ccr-rule/ccr-hearing.htm
Read about the proposed rules here: http://www.epa.gov/wastes/nonhaz/industrial/special/fossil/ccr-rule/index.htm

The Citizen’s Coal Ash Hearing Committee is asking that Tennessee residents attend the peoples’ hearing to take part in the rulemaking process. The College is located at 276 Patton Lane, Harriman, Tennessee 37748. 

Please contact Josh Galperin, Southern Alliance for Clean Energy, 865.637.6055 ex. 23; josh@cleanenergy.org or Chris Hill, Statewide Organizing for Community eMpowerment, 865 426 9455; chris@socm.org with questions. 


###
SOCM (Statewide Organizing for Community eMpowerment) is a member-run organization that encourages civic involvement and collective action so that the people of Tennessee have a greater voice in determining their future. The mission of SOCM is to empower Tennesseans to protect, defend, and improve the quality of life in their communities across the state. www.socm.org. 

Southern Alliance for Clean Energy promotes responsible energy choices that create global warming solutions and ensure clean, safe and healthy communities throughout the Southeast. www.cleanenergy.org. 

